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Can we afford it?

Can we afford to provide all this free to everyone? 

Of course we can, it is merely a question of political pri-

orities. Besides which, given the worsening effects of

climate change and its threat to all of humanity - can we

afford not to? 

The Government found £billions at the drop of a hat to

bail out Northern Rock and to wage war in Afghanistan

& Iraq, so why not a much smaller amount by compari-

son to create an expanded public transport system that

is fully integrated, publicly owned and free at the point

of use?

In reality what we are advocating will actually save us

lots of money, since with fewer cars on the road, less

public money will be needed for building and repairing

roads, traffic calming and management. Fewer road ac-

cidents and less car-related crime will save millions on

call-outs of emergency services and the NHS treatment

of road traffic victims or chronic illnesses caused by

traffic emissions. 

Not a Pipe Dream!

What we are calling for is not a pipe dream but a living

reality in many cities in the world, not least in the Bel-

gian city of Hasselt and more recently in the Croatian

capital of Zagreb. There is also a growing international

movement in support of the policy, which will no doubt

be seeking to bring its pressure to bear at the forthcom-

ing “Climate Summit’ in Copenhagen.

Don’t just sit there - join us!

If you agree with us then join our fight. Visit our web site

fwww.freepublictransport.org.uk for details of what you

can do and how to join. See also our facebook site at:

www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=39529734567

Alternatively write to: 

The Greater Manchester Campaign for Free Public
Transport, 4 Oakhurst Gardens, Prestwich, Manches-

ter M25 1JQ or e-mail: 

manchester@freepublictransports.com

Why Free?

We believe public transport to be an essential public

service, and as such, like health and education, should

be paid for out of general taxation.

People struggling to buy food or pay bills shouldn’t have

to worry about paying for their children to get to school

or to get to work. After all we already pay for local trans-

port through our Council Tax, in addition to various

other taxes, including the fuel duty on petrol and diesel,

but this money goes straight to private companies and

shareholders to subsidise their profit margins, or alter-

natively is spent on other things such as pursuing wars

overseas and bailing out private banks which have

nothing at all to do with transport or the needs of ordi-

nary people.

We want public transport run for the benefit of ordinary

people and our local communities, not for private profit:

to remove inequalities, build social cohesion, and

strengthen local economies and employment. 

We believe any surpluses or savings should be
ploughed back in to continue to maintain and im-
prove the service.

Put money back into your pocket!

Our policy for free public transport will not only make

public transport quicker, safer and more efficient for

everyone, but will also help to redistribute the wealth

generated in our society by effectively putting thou-

sands of pounds of annual transport costs back into mil-

lions of ordinary people's pockets, money they could

then spend on other things such as food, heating, new

clothes, shoes, a holiday or whatever.

In addition to that, according to market research com-

pany TNS UK, as many as 72% of people interviewed

in a recent survey said they would not give up their car

until they could use public transport without charge, so

it’s likely that the introduction of what we are proposing

may be the only voluntary way, we’re ever going to get

them to do that, so the sooner we introduce such a pol-

icy the better.

The Greater Manchester  Campaign for Free Public
Transport is supported by amongst others: The Profes-
sional Footballers’ Association, The Greater Manchester
Fire Brigades Union, Bury NUT, Manchester NUJ and
several local branches of UNITE the Union and UNISON

THE CASE FOR
AN EXPANDED

PUBLIC
TRANSPORT

SYSTEM
THAT IS FULLY
INTEGRATED,

PUBLICLY OWNED
& FREE AT THE
POINT OF USE!


