Campaign for Free Public Transport, Manchester

Meeting, Thursday 19th February 2009, Friends Meeting House

Attendance: Chris Hadfield (Chair), Stephen Clarke (minutes), Steph Prior, Angela Mugan, Stephen Hall, Alex Halligan, Bill Harrop, Bob Jeffery

Apologies: Miriam Wilkinson, Hannah Roche

Minutes and matters arising: 
· Left Economic Advisory Panel

· Still waiting for a response

· Chris to contact tomorrow

Stall:

· For petitioning and handing out leaflets, as at Sale

· 7th March, Eccles, 12-2pm

· (focus on the unemployed)

· Stephen H. to bring table

· Please bring any copies of the leaflet you may have

· 21st March, Picadilly near the 192 bus stop, 12-2pm

· May set up at intersection with Ducie Street

Petitioning:

· Piccadilly Gardens as usual. All welcome

· 25th Feb: Steve and any other volunteers please, 5:30pm

· 4th Mar: Chris and Steph, 6:00pm

· 11th Mar: Roy and Bill, 5:30pm

Youth:

· Leafleting and petitioning --Chris and Angela to do soon.

· FE Colleges

· Job centres  

Public Meeting:

· Venue

· After some debate, the consensus was that we should be confident, invite as many community leaders of different groups as we can, and Roy should re-book the bigger room, if possible. Hope that’s OK, Roy.

· Guests

· CAP asked –three coming

· Peter Franzen

· Salford

· representatives of the unemployed and various trades unionists

· Students union speakers, perhaps

· Steve Durant –Stephen H. to chase up.

· Michael Pryr

· Angela to ask Green Party Euro candidate

· Bill to send out to email list

· Bill to contact refugees

· Get invitations out on mailing lists

· Invite community and group leaders wherever you are. Think hard and ask everybody.

· Desired outcome

· The meeting debated two alternatives but eventually resolved on the second: a dynamic open forum generating its own next step.
 
The first alternative was to circulate a prototype declaration, which contributors could debate and amend with a view to adopting it as a declaration of the common will of all. A variant of this was suggested, namely, to wait until everyone had spoken and then draw up a statement of all the proposals, or perhaps the overlapping proposals. 

The second alternative, and the one adopted, was to view the meeting as a completely open forum, unconstrained by a prior agenda and offering the public a real chance for debate. Some, though not all, felt that the TIF consultation had been a sham. On this plan, the meeting itself will suggest and adopt proposals for how it goes forward from there. Whilst we host the meeting, we will not constrain its outcome in advance, except by making our own individual contributions of course.

· Format

· All are welcome to contribute as they wish but will be limited to three minutes each, except for star speakers. The meeting will be prepared to accept written contributions from those unable to attend, but with the understanding that they will be of a length in keeping with the three-minute rule.

Affiliations and Finance:

· NUJ Manchester have affiliated

· Trades Council to discuss affiliation at next meeting

· Standing orders –Bill’s is in.

· £14 paid for room tonight. £0.57 to treasurer.

Any other business:

· A new leftwing bookshop is opening in Hulme

· They will have a stall at our public meeting

· Angela to deliver our leaflets to their bookshop

Next Meeting: Thursday 19th March, 7:15pm at Friends Meeting House







