Campaign for Free Public Transport, Manchester

Meeting, Thursday 15th January 2009, Friends Meeting House

Attendance: Roy Wilkes (Chair), Stephen Clarke (minutes), Hannah Roche, Christian Bunke, Gavin Lashley, Stephen Hall, Alan Stevenson, Chris Hadfield, Bill Harrop, Steph Prior

Apologies: Miriam Wilkinson, Alex Halligan, Jim Halliday, Judy Paskell.

Minutes and matters arising: 
· Tactics

· Free public transport is a long-term goal.

· Propagate the idea of public transport on the left.

· Short-term

· Free for kids as in London, and more generally the poor.

· Push for public ownership first

· Left Economic Advisory Panel

· Cost benefit analysis requested by Chris and acknowledged.

· Facebook group set up by Bill

Petition and Stall: 

· Stall in Sale, 7th Feb and 11:30am. 

· The weekly petitioning is to continue on a rota basis.

· 21/01/09

· 5:15-6pm Gavin & Stephen C.

· 6-7pm Chris & Steph

· 28/01/09 

· 4:30pm Roy, Christian and Alan

· 4/02/09

· 5:15pm Hannah & Stephen C.

· 6-7pm Chris & Steph

· 11/02/09

· 5:30pm Bill, Gavin and Roy (maybe)

· Press Release: Stephen H. will prepare

· General leaflet, not time sensitive, joining slip at bottom

· Steph to design

· Stephen H. to print

Youth:
· conference
· for school and college students to seed ideas, whether weekend or not, perhaps some time in the Autumn.
· Bill will help organize
· March public meeting to include youth angle
· Chris and Christian to flier and petition outside colleges
Public Meeting: To be an open “round table” style proper debate with participants invited to speak for five minutes each. The date may have to be changed to accommodate Graham Stringer MP, but will be decided by 22nd Jan, and Roy will negotiate with us by email if it is to be changed.

· Speakers to be invited.

· Graham Stringer

· Young persons’ representative

· Clean air now --already emailed

· Councillor Jack Fagan

· Other Liberal and Labour Councillors

· Councillor Liz Phelan of the Yes Campaign.

· The conservative guy who supports free transport

· Margaret, leader of Trafford Council

· Whoever anybody can think of

· Name

· Need to think of catchy name for the meeting

Trade Unions: 

· Trades Council

· We are to try to make some sort of representation at the next monthly Trades Council meeting on 21st Jan at 7pm at the Mechanics Institute

· RMT – Alan to invite to affiliate

· NUJ – Christian to arrange invitation for Bill to speak, second week in February, TBA.

· Students Union – Hannah to pursue affiliation and contact Robbie Gillet at Manchester University

Website:
· New front page is now live and the site is hosting a lively ongoing debate including contributions from the US, lending an international angle.

· We need to promote the site both online and offline with letters to the media, and reciprocal links with union branches and like organizations.

· Facebook group is now up and running with ongoing debate. Need link to this.

Finance: 

· Balance: £160

· Leaflets will cost £90

· Standing order forms distributed

· hand in to bank or return to Roy

· even 50p per month is good

· £20 hopefully to be received from socialist party branch in Manchester

· Affiliations sought with the Green Party (Roy to email) and the Co-op (Steph)

Any other business:
· Bill has details of three more public meetings to attend. They are free but best to let them know you are coming in advance. He will email round the details.

1. 5th Feb, 10:00 – 3:00pm: Travel Watch NW (Old Rail Council)

2. 30th Jan, 10:30 – 3:30pm: Stockport Town Hall

3. 29th Jan, 10:00am: Health & Transport Group, Mechanics Institute

· Convention of the left meeting, 24th Jan. Steph to report to the meeting and push for a national campaign and try to get a contact sheet going.

· National Campaign against Climate Change Trade Union Conference Saturday 7th March, London.  Roy to go and will raise the prospect of a national Campaign for Free Public Transport at the transport workshop.

Next Meeting: Thursday 19th February, 7:15pm

