Campaign for Free Public Transport Meeting Thursday 18th December Friends 

1. Attendance:  Steph Prior (Chair), Stephen Clarke (minutes), Chris Hadfield, Eileen Prior, Hanna Roche, Angela Mugan, Christian Bunke, Bob Jeffery, Stephen Hall, Hugh Caffrey, Gavin Lashley, Bill Harrop, Chris Jones, John Somebody, Roy Wilkes
2. Apologies: Miriam Wilkinson, Judy Paskell, Martin Empson.
3. Website:  Steve requested pictures of activities and local contact details. Agreed to offer membership subscriptions for £2 per annum.  Website will carry details.

4. Ramifications of TIF referendum:  The size of the outcome had come as a surprise.  Need to reach out to both sides of the debate, as we can offer a viable alternative transport policy. Labour leadership has been defeated, which opens up a space for us.  Need to get out into all the boroughs and build in those areas. Agreed to do a stall in Sale on Saturday 7th February, 11.30 – 1pm.  The YES campaign suggested that a NO vote would lead to job losses, so we need to reconnect with the unions.  Suggested that we set up a Facebook group – Bill agreed to do so.  Angela suggested that we use some of the campaign slogans of the YES campaign.  Steve suggested that we need to orient towards the young.  T-shirts and badges.  Fundraising – target £10 000, with a website thermometer.  Need to work on getting sponsorship from various personalities and organisations: PFA, Graham Stringer, George Galloway, John McDonald, LRC, Socialist Party, Respect, NW TUC, RMT etc.  Euro election will be the next electoral opportunity to raise the profile of this issue. GMPTA open users meeting 4pm Tuesday 6th January.  We will go along to raise our alternative.  Also agreed to write a press release opposing the New Year Fare hikes and to say that we have a Plan B.
5. Tactics:  1200 signatures so far, with widespread support especially from the young but also from the elderly (who appreciate the value of free bus passes.)  Agreed to continue with the public petitioning (next date Wednesday 7th December, 4.30 in Piccadilly Gardens.)  But also to reach out to FE and 6th Form Colleges.  Steph offered to design a leaflet aimed at the young. Bob said the young turning away from the car – numbers taking driving tests declining for the first time.  Chris said he would start collecting signatures in the East Manchester Colleges.  We will try to recruit young activists in the colleges.  Agreed to raise free bus passes for all young people as a partial demand.  David Chaytor MP has already suggested this.  Also agreed to produce literature aimed at other targeted groups, e.g. students, migrants, the unemployed, the elderly.  Hannah will contact friend in Aberystwith, and also liaise with other student members, to write motions for student union general meetings, and also to produce a student leaflet. Chris will contact the pensioners. Angela said some countries offer free travel at Xmas – perhaps we could produce a seasonal leaflet. Also agreed to focus on bringing public transport back into public ownership, linking up with RMT and Unite.  Agreed to reach out to Clean Air Now and FoE to discuss common goals.  Public Meeting Tuesday 31st March, Great Hall of the Friends.  Will invite Graham Stringer and Clean Air Now.  Need to move towards a national campaign, possibly launched by a national conference (here or in London.)  Hugh suggested it should be after the national union conferences.  Christian will draft a model motion to put to unions. John Somebody suggested alternative technologies, e.g compressed air.  Agreed to suggest a green technologies meeting, in cooperation with other environmental groups.  We need a detailed financial model of free public transport in Manchester to explain how it would be funded.  Chris will contact John McDonalds economics advisors, we should also contact the Left Economics Advisory Panel.
6. Finances:  Agreed to send out a standing order form to make it easy for members and supporters to donate.  Hugh will draft it.  Petition to include an additional ‘information’ column.  Manchester Trades Council meeting on 21st January invited us to send a speaker.  Roy offered to speak.
7. Next Meeting: 7.15pm Thursday 15th January in the Friends Meeting House.  All welcome.  
