Campaign for Free Public Transport Meeting Tuesday 28th October Friends Meeting House

Attendance:  Roy (chair), Stephen C (minutes), Steve H, Alan, Marc, Bill, Bob, Alex, Robert, Steph, Chris, Azeldin, John.

Apologies:  Paul.

1. Regular Meeting Schedule.  It was agreed that we would meet the 3rd Thursday each month, in the Friends Meeting House, at 7.15pm
2. Petition.  320 signatures now handed in.  Others in the pipeline.  Agreed that we would meet at 5pm tomorrow, Wednesday 29th October, Piccadilly Gardens, near the tram stop.  Steve will bring 10 copies of the petition.  We would try to make this afternoon petitioning a regular event, every Wednesday.

3. Rally.  The public rally to promote free public transport will take place from 5pm till 6pm on Tuesday 2nd December in Piccadilly Gdns (opposite Oldham St.)  Will ask Clive/Richard for a p.a.  Steph will write the flyer and send it to Steve H for design and printing.  Steve will bring copies to Picc Gnds for distribution next Weds 5th November.  Azeldin will get a banner made, to read “Greater Manchester Campaign for Free Public Transport.”  Our attitude to the congestion charge and the TIF was debated, with some for and some against.  Agreed that we would highlight that the TIF does not go far enough, does not tackle the issue of public ownership or fares and that free public transport is the answer to both congestion and emissions.  But the rally will be an ‘open mike’ in which all who favour free public transport can express their views.  

4. Forthcoming events.  Event on Thursday 13th November Bridgewater Hall 9 till 5, “Passenger Transport 2008 – Planning our Future Passenger Transport Needs.”  The Salford Students will try to leaflet this event and collect signatures from 8.30 till 9.   Also on 13th November, at 7pm in Parrs Wood High School, Didsbury, there will be a debate on the TIF hosted by the South Manchester Reporter.  Alan will attend to put the case for free public transport.  

5. Letter writing.  Graham Stringer MP had criticised the TIF consultation.  The Local Transport Bill is very tepid.  Agreed to write to MPs calling for a bill to allow local authorities to bring public transport back into public ownership. Members present cover many constituencies:  Bury South, Bolton, Cheadle, Fallowfield, Gorton, Central, Salford and Eccles.  MPs can be contacted via www.theyworkforyou.com  It is better to write in your own words rather than using a standard letter.  We would also lobby councillors (via letter and surgeries) to commit them to vocally supporting public ownership and free public transport. Members are also encouraged to write to local papers, many of whom are actively opposing the TIF.

6. Students.  A Salford Students Left Forum has been started, following the Convention.  They will approach MMU and MUSU and Manchester College to ask them to support the campaign, and to distribute leaflets and petitions.  Salford Uni already has a free bus to and from campus, so will argue for this principle to be extended to whole of Manchester. 

7. Trade Unions.  Members present are members of NUT, NUS, NUJ, Unite, IWW.  Will all put motions to our union branches seeking affiliation.  Will also approach the transport unions to offer a speaker – will need letter headed paper and bank account. Roy will draft a letter offering speakers.  Members of the Trades Council have been approached to seek support but no response yet.  

8. Fundraising.  Agreed a sliding scale of affiliation fees:  £25 for branches with under 250 members; £50 for branches with 250 to 500 members; £100 for branches with over 500 members.  Bill will approach Greater Manchester Transport Campaign to see if they will affiliate.

9. Website.  http://www.freepublictransport.org.uk/  Steve H working on it.  Suggested that we incorporate a forum to discuss the issues.  Members asked to send in pictures for the site, also articles.  Contact details should cover each area e.g. Prestwich, Gorton, Salford.  

10. Bank Account.  Roy has the documents from the Co-op bank.  Need officers.

11. Officers.  The following were nominated, seconded and duly elected:  Chair: Roy Wilkes; Secretary: Stephen Clarke; Treasurer: Steph Prior; webmaster: Stephen Hall.

12. Next Meeting: 7.15pm Thursday 20th November Room 5 in the Friends Meeting House.  All welcome.  
