Campaign for Free Public Transport Meeting Tuesday 28th October Friends Meeting House
Attendance:  Roy (chair), Stephen C (minutes), Bill, Angela, Alan, Hannah, Christian, Gavin.
Apologies:  Paul, Alex, Bob, Miriam, Steve
1. Petition.  960 signatures collected so far.  We will collect signatures at the rally on Tuesday 2nd December but not on Weds 3rd.  Final collection this year will be Weds 10th December, in Picc Gdns.  At our next meeting on 18th December we will plan our petitioning for the new year, possibly considering new locations such as St Peter’s Square met station.

2. Public Rally 2nd December 5pm Picc Gdns.  Miriam sent a message to say the banner will be ready in time, and that it looks good.  We discussed contacting sympathetic groups.  Christian will contact Trades Council; Angela Stop the War and Labour Party; Hannah Manchester Met Uni; Alan Salford Uni; Bill will contact Unite; Roy to contact Respect, SWP and Green Party. Everyone should email and phone all contacts and lists.  The PA is sorted.  We will operate an ‘open mike’ policy, and everyone should be encouraged to speak.  

3. Trade Unions and other groups.  Bury NUT has affiliated.  Others encouraged to do so.  Christian suggested sending a speaker to Trades Council.  He will ask Geoff to put it on the agenda.  We will then offer speakers to individual union branch meetings.  Several people offered their services as speakers.  Angela suggested going to the carers group meeting, who are affected by transport issues.  She will let us know when the next meeting is.  She will also contact Labour Party to offer a CfFPT speaker to ward and constituency meetings.  Residents groups should also be considered, where they still exist.  Bill will try to find contact details for Rob Jones, former chair of PTE, who might be sympathetic.
4. Students and Youth.  Hannah and Gavin agreed to petition students on Wilmslow Road.  Hannah will raise at Man Met and Alan at Salford Uni.  Possibility of putting motion to general meetings.

5. Press and Publicity.  Stephen will contact Channel M and MEN.  There is a radio phone in tomorrow on Radio Manchester, re TIF.  All CfFPT supporters encouraged to phone in.  Roy will email press and media to ask them to cover the rally.

6. Website.  Steve H has requested photos, articles and reports.  Send them to stevechik@talktalk.net Hannah agreed to write some articles.  Angela will write about bus company bosses and their treatment of workers and the public.  Stephen C offered to help Steve H with the website.

7. Finance and Fundraising.  We need to pay £89 for the leaflet, also cost of the room each month.  Only one affiliation so far.  Agreed that we would ask supporters to fill in a standing order; even £1 per month would be a big help.  Of course students and the unemployed would not be asked to pay.  Agreed we would collect money at the rally.  Bill suggested putting a donate button on the website; this was agreed.  Angela will contact Rob Malyon of Community Foundation to try to get a grant.  
8. Organising teams.  Christian and Roy – trade union liaison; Steve, Roy and Stephen – website and press; Stephen, Angela and Bill – research; Hannah and Alan – students and youth; Angela, Hannah and Steph – writing articles etc. 

9. Any Other Business.  Gavin suggested contacting academics, and will contact John Whitelake.  Bob is doing research on social consequences of transport policy.  Bill mentioned Public Transport Seminars at Manchester University – next one is 5.30 on 3rd December in Roscoe Building.  Bill might be able to fund a Public Transport Seminar in the next financial year, if it is a non partisan event, and we could have a workshop at it.  

10. Next Meeting: 7.15pm Thursday 18th December in the Friends Meeting House.  Roy will invite Jim to speak.  All welcome.  
